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7 Questions
4. What pushes you to the next level?
Nearly all of the 18 professionals in our firm have multiple degrees and licenses and are always bringing new ideas, methods
and tools to the table — so we are always learning from each
other. That’s important because our portfolio of assignments is
very broad, including commercial, residential, hospitality, educational, religious, museums, performance venues, medical — you
name it. You always have to be knowledgeable or else you may not
ask the right questions of those you are working with.
5. What is the most exciting project
you have worked on to date?
We have had some great assignments among our 300 or so projects.
Some of the best include manning the reconstruction of Central Synagogue after its fire in 1998, the Harvard Club expansion, current
projects at Carnegie Hall and City Center, Randall’s Island Sports
Fields, Museum of the Moving Image, UJA-Federation Headquarters, Columbia University and the Park Avenue Armory.

Company: Levien & Company, Inc.
Name: Kenneth Levien
1. How long have you been in the business?
I’ve been in project management for 20 years. I founded my own project management/owner’s representative firm 18 years ago in 1992.
2. What made you decide to get into your field?
I am an architect by training, but I stopped practicing in the early
1980s to join a cousin in running a construction loan-monitoring
firm. We eventually sold the firm, and in 1990 I joined a project
management firm for two years. But I found that I missed running a company, so in 1992 I started my own firm.

7. What’s the best piece of advice you would give
to someone starting the business?
That’s a fun one:
• Always be honest and tell the truth
		 — have unquestionable integrity.
• If you don’t know something (and no
		 one knows everything), then ask.
• You are not the smartest person in the room
		 on all subjects, so let the experts be experts.
• If the conversation is not confirmed in
		 writing — it never took place.
• Before you write something or say something, think to
		 yourself: What if it was on the front page of the newspaper?
• Be fair even, when everyone else in the room isn’t.
• The client is always right — sometimes!
Kenneth Levien brings more than 30 years of experience in project management, construction monitoring, physical assessment, architecture and business management to the firm that he founded in
January of 1992. Levien performs real estate advisory and executive
management oversight on many of the firm’s complex projects. He
also performs physical assessment evaluations of properties to be purchased, financed or improved.
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3. Who inspires you?
I find inspiration in my own team and in complex projects with
tough design and construction challenges. We are known for
taking on difficult assignments and helping the client manage
the design and construction team to solve these problems, while
assuring quality and staying on budget and on schedule. When
a new complex assignment comes in the door, it is always a pleasure to see everyone volunteer to take it on.

6. If you had to live/work in any other city than
New York, what would it be?
That’s a tough question. The canvas of New York City is huge
and only China, India, Brazil and Russia offer more opportunities. But I’d have to say London. Despite what Prince Charles
thinks, there are extraordinary projects and architects there.

Levien received his Master of Architecture from Washington University in St. Louis. Prior to founding the firm, he spent two years
at Jones Lang Wootton as co-director of the firm’s development arm
and a decade at Levien, Rich & Co. helping to transform this private
firm into a market leader of over 50 professionals. Prior to that, he
practiced architecture.
Levien is on the National Council of Washington University’s School of
Architecture, Chair of the Finance Committee of the New York Chapter of
the AIA and Trustee of the New York Building Congress Foundation.

